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When relationships are strained, rebuilding them can be challenging. Over the last few 

generations, through dialogue, many Jews, Christians, and Muslims have overcome difficult 

histories, though there have been crises and controversies along the way.  Each tradition has its 

own vocabulary and unique approaches to the concepts of repentance, repair and reconciliation; 

all, however, are based on affirming the dignity of every human being. How do we prioritize the 

inclusive and universal aspects of our traditions over any tribalism or bias against others? One 

aspect of the conference will focus on these teachings. 

 

A second dimension of the conference will be more practically oriented. Interreligious dialogue 

both benefited from and contributed to the deepening appreciation of the significance of 

repentance and repair in our shared societies. Repentance and repair have found expression in 

societal and political endeavors beyond the interreligious arena. For example, in Germany, the 

handling of the past has shaped several generations. In the United States and Australia dealing 

with the treatment of indigenous peoples and the descendants of the enslaved has been 

controversial. Other examples may emerge from our member organizations. But the continuing 

conflict between Israel and its neighbors will be on all our minds:  are there ways, given our 

different contexts, that we can promote repentance and repair in this region so central to our 

religious and individual self-understanding as Jews, Christians and Muslims? How can we 

promote repentance and repair in a time of conflict and war in our own communities and 

globally? 
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