
 

 

2021 Virtual Conference 
When all this is over, how do we want the world to be different? 

WORKSHOP 

Monday, June 21, 07:00 a.m. UTC: 

THE TRUTH ABOUT TRUTH: JEWISH, CHRISTIAN, MUSLIM PERSPECTIVES 

Steering Committee of ICCJ's International Abrahamic Forum: 
Reuven Firestone (Chair), Rachel de Boor, Elena Dini, Heidi Hadsell, Hannan Hassan, Morteza Rezazadeh 

There is “truth,” and there is also “truth claim.” Our religious traditions all hold certain truths to be, to a 
great degree, self-evident. All religions espouse doctrine, including sacred doctrine, but these doctrines, 
which form such important pillars of our religious world views, often conflict with the sacred doctrines 
of other religions. That holds not only between religious communities, but also within them. How can we 
manage to be true to our truths and yet remain open to the deeply held truths of our religious partners 
when they exist in basic and unmitigated conflict?  
This workshop is an interactive, involvement oriented program designed to consider and discuss the 
meanings of truth and how we can be true to the expectations of our faith while remaining open, 
honest, and welcoming to those of other faith traditions. It is an exercise in “truth-dissonance” and how 
to make that a positive part of religious dialogue. 
 

 
 
de Boor, Rachel 
Germany, Rachel de Boor, MA in Jewish Studies/Religious Science, program manager at 
Dialogueperspectives: Discussing Religions and Worldviews and coordinator of the Jewish-Muslim 
thinktank Karov-Qareeb, member of the steering committee of ICCJ's International Abrahamic Forum 
(IAF) 
 
Dini, Elena 
Italy, Elena Dini, Senior Program Manager at the John Paul II Center for Interreligious Dialogue and a 
PhD candidate at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, member of the steering committee of 
ICCJ's International Abrahamic Forum (IAF) 
 
Firestone, Reuven 
USA, Rabbi Dr Reuven Firestone, Regenstein Professor in Medieval Judaism and Islam Hebrew Union 
College, Senior Fellow, Center for Religion & Civic Culture University of Southern California, chair of the 
steering committee of ICCJ's International Abrahamic Forum (IAF) 
 
Hadsell, Heidi 
USA, Dr Heidi Hadsell, Professor of Social Ethics, President Emeritus of Hartford Seminary, member of 
the steering committee of ICCJ’s International Abrahamic Forum (IAF) 
 
Hassan, Mohammad Hannan 
Singapore, Dr Mohammad Hannan Hassan, Deputy Mufti, Islamic Religious Council of Singapore, 
Program Head, Postgraduate Certificate in Islam in Contemporary Society (PCICS), Vice Dean Muis 
Academy, Islamic Religious Council of Singapore, member of the steering committee of ICCJ’s 
International Abrahamic Forum (IAF) 
 
Rezazadeh, Morteza 
Iran, Imam Morteza Rezazadeh, teacher in the Islamic Seminaries of Qom and Mashhad, PhD candidate 
in Comparative Studies of Religions and Mysticism at the Ferdowsi University of Mashhad 
 


